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Part One 
 

Executive Summary 

 

Significance is a guide to help assess the significance of the heritage 

objects and collections in your care.  It takes you through a simple 

significance assessment process that equips you to make sound judgments 

and good decisions about conserving, interpreting and managing objects 

and collections, now and into the future.1 

A Guide to Assessing the Significance of Cultural Heritage Objects and Collections 

The Significance Assessment of the Fremantle Prison collection project was 
undertaken from May to October 2017 by consultant Cathy Day of Heritage TODAY, 
working with Fremantle Prison’s Heritage Team.  The project was partially funded by 
an Australian National Library Cultural Heritage Grant. 
 
The Significance Assessment of the Fremantle Prison collection is limited to the 
Moveable Collection and does not include the fixed artwork or graffiti on the walls of 
the Prison.  This artwork is covered by the Fremantle Prison Heritage Management 
Plan March 2013. 
 
The assessment is based on the collection being divided into four distinct historical 
time periods: 

 Convict Era (1850-1885) 

 Colonial Era (1886-1901) 

 Error! Bookmark not defined.Early 20th Century (1902-1946) 

 Late 20th Century (1947-1991) 
 
Objects, artefacts, archives, artworks, photographs and oral histories and stories 
were chosen to help interpret each distinct period.  Assessments were then made to 
determine state, national or international significance.  Evaluating the important 
items of the collection enabled an assessment of the overall contribution the 
collection makes to the national distributed collection.   
 
As a result of the Australian Museums and Galleries National Standards survey and 
the interrogation of the collection, storage conditions, museum policies and collection 
management, needs for further funding requirements were identified.  With 
Fremantle Prison, the collection storage ranges from excellent to poor. However, it is 
clear that the three storage areas where items could be compromised are being 
addressed as a priority.  Procedures and processes currently in place ensure that 
the collection is being well managed and steered under stringent policies and 
guidelines.   

                                                           

1 Heritage Collections Council, A Guide to Assessing the Significance of Cultural Heritage Objects 
and Collections, Canberra, Commonwealth of Australia, 2001.p.9 
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Statement of Significance of the Fremantle Prison Collection 

 
The Fremantle Prison collection includes items of varying significance from ones with 
International and National heritage value, to others that tell a modest local prison 
story. Excellent interpretation and stories are possible owing to a clear collection 
policy, close adherence to the collection objectives and sound standards of museum 
practice embodied in all procedures and staff training. 
 
The Fremantle Prison Collection is a diverse collection, comprising approximately 
12,000 items, including photographs, documents, furnishings, artworks, tools, 
clothing and textiles, institutional paraphernalia, letters, weapons and archaeological 
material. The Collection spans the entirety of the Prison’s operational life, from the 
beginning of construction in 1851 through to 1991 when the Prison was 
decommissioned and closed. 
 
Fremantle Prison was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2010, as part 
of the Australian Convict Sites serial listing. The exceptional social, historic and 
spiritual significance along with strong provenance which links the convict-era (1850-
1900) artefacts to the Fremantle Prison site, combined with the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the site itself, elevates the convict-era section of the Fremantle 
Prison Collection to international significance. Adding further to the overall 
international heritage significance is the excellent condition and singularly valuable 
interpretative potential of the individual items that range from textiles in the form of 
convict clothing to archival material such as the ticket of leave document. 
 
While Fremantle Prison’s colonial history (1886-1901) is perhaps the least 
represented in the Prison Collection, those objects which the Collection retains from 
this era are significant on a national level owing to the rarity, social and historic 
heritage values. These artefacts tend to have an exceptional provenance, such as 
the baptismal font, which retains its memorial plaque outlining its construction by 
Fremantle prisoners as a gift to St. Andrew’s church. Another example is the Prison 
site plan, which provides handwritten documentary evidence of the development of 
the Prison site over time, and its relationship to changing social ideas of punishment. 
 
Artefacts from the early twentieth century (1902-1946) in the Fremantle Prison 
Collection are important on a national level as they represent society’s changing 
attitudes to prison systems and reform, as the world moved further into the twentieth 
century. 
 
The early twentieth century collection, which holds an increasing number of archives 
compared to the earlier eras, contains some artefacts high in social and historic 
significance supported by assessments of research potential and rarity.  
 
The PEJ sketchbook is one such artefact, hailing from the under-represented 
Female Division, containing personal annotations of life inside the women’s prison, 
both through poetry and art. 
 
The late twentieth century era (1947-1991) of the Fremantle Prison Collection 
expresses a more personal prison experience for those incarcerated at this site. The 
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artefacts from this era include many personal expressions of individual experiences, 
feelings and culture, through artwork, handmade furniture and documentary 
evidence. 
 
More recent artefacts from the late twentieth century bear high social and historic 
significance, at national and international level. Of note is the inclusion of the first 
examples of film footage and oral histories in the collection. The 1991 film footage 
captures a candid and comprehensive record of everyday life in the Prison before its 
closure, marking the end of 14 decades of occupation, and as such, has exceptional 
historic value. Along with the collection of black and white images by Karin Calvert-
Borshoff, the film footage was assessed as having international significance owing to 
its high interpretative potential and rarity. 
 
Meanwhile the Prison’s oral history program captures the real, and often confronting, 
stories of those who lived and worked inside the Prison. The candour with which 
memories are shared through these oral histories delivers some of the highest social 
significance of any object in the collection, providing the uncensored stories from 
those who experienced prison life. 

 
 
Summary of items in the Fremantle Prison Collection deemed to be of 
International Significance  

 
Objects 
Ankle Protectors 
Axe Heads 
Coal Tubs 
Clay Pipes 
Communion Set 
Convict Clothing 
Eagle Press 
Flogging Triangle 
Harmonium 
Keys 
Padlocks  
Protective Belts 
Punishment Weights 
Scales and Weights 
Shackles 
 
Archives 
Bible (Large 1855) 
Bibles New Testament marked Convict Establishment 
Book (1854) 
Convict Establishment Rules & Regulations 
Ticket of Leave 
 
Photographs 
1991 Karin Calvert-Borshoff Photographs  
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Oral histories 
1991 Film Footage  

 
 
Summary of those items in the Fremantle Prison Collection deemed to be of  
National Significance  

 
Objects 
Baptismal Font 
Dietary Scale for Women’s Division (framed) 
Piano 
Punishment Whips and Birches 
Reed Organs 
Keys 
Padlocks 
 
Archives 
1921 Tunnel Plans 
1922 Plan of Sewerage System 
Entertainment Programs 
Newsletters (Ad Rem) 
Newsletters Bound 
News Review (bound volume) 
Pardelup Farm Booklet 
PEJ Sketchbook 
Penological Reform Booklet 
Site Plan (1897-1908) 
 
Artworks 
Jimmy Pike Paintings 
Revel Cooper Artwork 
Reynold Hart Artwork 
Shiner Ryan Artwork 
Tommy Karadada Painting 
 
Photographs 
Christmas Festivities photograph 
Gatehouse photograph 
Gatehouse with Cart and Officers photograph 
Matrons in Garden photograph 
Vegetable Gardens photograph 
 
Oral histories 
Oral History Program 
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Significance Assessment 

 

For this Significance Assessment project, the assessed items were categorised into 
four time periods: 

1. Convict Era (1850-1885) 
2. Colonial Era (1886-1901) 
3. Early 20th Century (1902-1946) 
4. Late 20th Century (1947-1991) 

 
Significance has been evaluated by a combination of descriptive gradations and a 
numerical scale. The descriptive gradations are based on the following: 
 
Exceptional Rare or outstanding item of state or national significance; high degree 
of    intactness/authenticity; item can be interpreted relatively easily. 
 
High  Outstanding item of local or state significance; high degree of original 
fabric;   alterations do not detract from significance. 
 

Moderate Item of important local significance; may have altered or modified 
elements. 
 

Little  Alterations detract from significance; does not fulfill criteria for local  
   significance;  difficult to interpret. 
 

Intrusive Damaging to the item's heritage significance; conflicts with museum’s 
   collection policy. 
 
The following numerical assessment table was developed by Cathy Day of Heritage 
TODAY to show the results of the application of the Burra Charter assessment 
criteria to the individual items.  If the rating is overall very high it is considered the 
individual item may have national or state significance while a middle rating would 
have local significance only.  If the item has a very low assessment it may be 
deemed intrusive to the collection. 
 
 

Assessment and Comparative Criteria   High           Low 
Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2  3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance            National Significance           State Significance   
 

Individual Items assessed as having international significance have been evaluated 
as above and have also been given their own statement of significance. 
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Part Two 

Significance Assessment of Key Items in the Collection 

 

Individual Key items: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
 

Objects 
Ankle Protectors 
Axe Heads 
Coal Tubs 
Clay Pipes 
Communion Set 
Convict Clothing 
Eagle Press 
Flogging Triangle 
Harmonium 
Padlocks  
Protective Belts 
Punishment Weights 
Scales and Weights 
Shackles 
 
Archives 
Bible (Large 1855) 
Bibles New Testament marked Convict Establishment 
Book (1854) 
Convict Establishment Rules and Regulations 
Ticket of Leave 
 
There are no artworks, photographs or oral histories from this era. 
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Statement of Significance: Convict Era 

 
Fremantle Prison was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2010, as part 
of the Australian Convict Sites serial listing. As such, Fremantle Prison has proven 
Outstanding Universal Value as a prime example of both the forced migration of 
convicts, and of the association with the ideals and beliefs about the punishment of 
crime during the nineteenth century. In direct correlation with this World Heritage 
listing, all objects in the Fremantle Prison Collection which can be confidently dated 
to the convict era, and have established provenance to the site, are of international 
significance.  
 
From the mundane and every day, to the overarching system of rule and 
punishment, the convict era artefacts in the Fremantle Prison Collection cover all 
facets of life within the Establishment, and as such hold very high social and 
historical significance. The clay pipes, for example, have high social significance as 
examples of the everyday behavior and habits of those imprisoned in the Convict 
Establishment. Meanwhile the axe heads and printing press speak to a wider historic 
significance, as examples of the more industrious aspects of life in the 
Establishment, and the wider contribution the convict system made to early Western 
Australia by bolstering the workforce of what was essentially a failing colony. 
Furthermore, the Rules and Regulations book, combined with other artefacts like the 
punishment weights and shackles, have both historic and social significance as they 
speak to the wider social system in place during this era, of both punishment and 
control, from which came the strict conditions under which these men were forced to 
live their lives. 
 
The spiritual significance of this era of the Collection is also very high. Examples like 
the communion set speak to the organised and controlled nature of religious 
compliance, which was enforced during this time as the prescribed way to 
redemption. Meanwhile the personal bibles are just as significant, as they speak to a 
more private and intimate way of reaching the same objective, as convicts sought 
redemption through personal religious observance.  
 
Most objects in the Fremantle Prison Collection from the convict era also represent 
rare examples of their type. Of particular note, are those fabric artefacts, such as the 
convict clothing and ankle protectors, of which very few examples survive in 
Australia. Owing to their fragile nature, and the harsh conditions in which these men 
lived, few examples survive into the modern era.  
 
The strong provenance which links the convict era artefacts to the Fremantle Prison 
site, combined with the Outstanding Universal Value of the site itself, greatly 
magnifies the significance of the convict era section of the Fremantle Prison 
Collection to a level of international significance.  
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Name: Ankle Protectors 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 2002.120.1-14 
 

 
2002.120.1            2002.120.13 

 
Historical Notes 
Ankle protectors, or ‘gaiters’, were made to protect the wearer’s ankle from the rings 
of leg irons, which could cause severe pain, bruising, lesions and skin ruptures when 
worn. These ankle protectors are made from corduroy, leather and canvas, and 
where secured around the ankle using metal buckles.  
 
All the ankle protectors in the Fremantle Prison Collection are stamped with the 
broad arrow mark. This mark originated with Henry, Earl of Romney, who was the 
Master General of Ordnance in Britain from 1693 to 1702. The broad arrow was 
used in his coat of arms and adopted as the symbol for ordinance in the British 
Army, and to signify any British Government property as a prevention against theft. 
As such, the broad arrow was also stamped on all convict equipment and clothing, to 
denote their ownership by the British Government.  
 
During the 1870s a water supply system was established at Fremantle Prison to 
deliver fresh underground water to ships in the town’s port. Convicts were put to 
work manning the water pumps, and, as an extra punishment, could be forced to 
undertake this work whilst wearing leg irons. A medical journal from the time refers to 
a convict working at the water pump wearing leg irons, who complained of, “pain in 
the loins and through the groins”. Further examination revealed, “the skin over both 
hipbones and in the groins [where] black and blue…in consequence of the weight of 
the irons bearing on the strap around his loins…” Due to his injuries this convict was 
excused from pumping duties.  
 
The last recorded use of punishment irons at Fremantle Prison comes from The 
West Australian in 1889, which reported that two prisoners, wearing 6.3 and 12.7 
kilogram irons, were manning the water pumps. Leg irons, along with flogging and 
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‘dark cells’, were abolished at Fremantle Prison after the 1898 Royal Commission 
into prison standards recommended their cessation for all prison offences.  
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Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2   3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance        National Significance           State Significance   

 
Statement of Significance  
The ankle protectors in the Fremantle Prison Collection are of international 
significance, as examples of the infliction of corporal punishment at Fremantle Prison 
during the convict period. They are in relatively good condition, and still maintain the 
Broad Arrow insignia, which proves their provenance and historic significance. As 
with most delicate, cloth based equipment from this period, their survival is unusual, 
therefore increasing their rarity value. They also have high social significance, as 
artefacts able to communicate some of the harsher elements of the lives convicts 
led, and the punishment system under which they existed.  
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Name: Axe Heads 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1993.500-530, 1993.587-89, 1993.592-593, 1996.356, 
2015.3.1-5 
 

  
1993.500         1993.587 

 
Historical Notes 
At the beginning of European settlement in Australia, all tools and equipment used 
by convicts and free settlers alike were those bought out from England. These tools, 
particularly the English style axe, were of a design unsuited to Australian conditions. 
These axes had a long shank, narrow cutting blades and long handles, which over 
the centuries had been adapted to local English conditions, designed to cut alder, 
oak and pine. Remaining fundamentally unchanged, these axes proved inefficient, 
unwieldy and energy wasting, and far from proficient when used on Australia’s much 
tougher, native hardwoods. 
 
By the 1870s there was a range of imported axes available in the Australian 
colonies, including the Collins, Plumb and Kelly from America, the Elwell, Braide and 
Gilpin from England and the Jarrahdale from Sweden. However, when a blacksmith’s 
forge was established on the grounds of the Convict Establishment, tools were 
presumably fabricated and repaired on site, and therefore could be adapted for local 
conditions. Despite this local manufacturing however, the raw materials would still 
have been imported, almost certainly from England.  
 
An archaeological excavation under the Main Cell Block in 1993 uncovered 33 axe 
heads that had been buried under more than a metre of dirt. These axe heads are 
thought to have been manufactured by transported convicts on site at Fremantle 
Prison. They were of a type used to quarry and dress building blocks, from the soft 
local limestone. These axes where fabricated by joining along a central plane by 
forge welding two plates of puddled wrought iron, a central region being left 
unwelded to form a shaft hole. A section of crucible steel was then inset into the bit 
edge, also by forge welding (a process known as steeling). To complete this process 
a high level of blacksmithing skill was required, however, abnormalities which are 
present in these axe heads point to the inexperience of their convict manufacturers. 
For example, there is evidence of the difficulties of achieving weld bonding in regions 



J:\CURATORIAL\Collection and Site Management\Grant applications\Community Heritage Grants - 2016-2017\Report\FINAL\Convict 

era.docx 

adjacent to the shaft hole, and avoiding ‘burning’ in both wrought iron and steel 
during the steeling operation.  
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High-carbon hypereutectoid steel was used in the inserts, but they were inserted in 
normalized conditions, that is they had not been quench hardened, as might have 
been expected to take full advantage of the steeling process. 
 
 
Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2  3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance          National Significance          State Significance   

 
Statement of Significance  
These axe heads are representative of the types of tools manufactured and used in 
the early Convict Establishment. They have high research and historic significance, 
as their style and appearance makes it possible to discern the manufacturing 
techniques employed in the Establishment, and the possible skill levels of those 
convicts who worked in the site’s early workshops. These axe heads were 
discovered as part of a professionally led archaeological investigation, meaning their 
provenance is meticulously recorded, increasing their historic and social significance. 
These axe heads are of overall international significance as they provide a direct link 
to the Convict Establishment’s early construction, and those inhabitants who built 
this World Heritage Listed site.   
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Name: Coal Tubs 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 78.165.1-3 
 

 
78.165.1 
 

Historical Notes 
These three convict era tubs were rediscovered onsite, in the East Workshops of 
Fremantle Prison, in 2016. They were however originally accessioned into the 
Prison’s historic collection in 1978 as ‘Coal Tubs’. Coal in the convict period was first 
shoveled into skips, or tubs, before being screened to remove rock and oversized 
pieces. The screened coal was then stockpiled back into tubs, which were then 
either hand-propelled or moved by ‘wheelers’, with horses pulling them to their 
destination. However, the presence of four small feet on the base of each of these 
tubs suggests they were more likely used for the storage of coal, rather than 
transporting it. It is also possible that these tubs were used for storing other 
materials, such as wood, possibly during the site’s construction, however a definitive 
answer as to their original purpose has been lost.  
 
The tubs are large, rectangular, made of cast iron and have no lids. Tub 78.165.1 
has a thick metal band under the rim, which appears to have been a previous 
attempt to mend a crack in the iron. Tub 78.165.3 also has a wide crack in the left 
side, which has been covered with concrete at some point in the past, in an attempt 
to repair it. On the front of each tub is a three canon motif in a shield, with the letters 
‘B O’ either side of the broad arrow symbol, and the date 1846.  
 
The broad arrow mark originated with Henry, Earl of Romney who was the Master 
General of Ordnance from 1693 to 1702. The broad arrow was used in his coat of 
arms and adopted as the symbol for ordinance in the British army and to signify any 
British Government property as prevention against theft. The ‘B O’ stands for British 
Ordinance, which was the name of one of the historic British Government offices 
which supplied uniforms and equipment to the army, navy and prisons. The year 
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1846 is likely the year of manufacture of these items, suggesting they arrived in 
Fremantle during the earliest stages of European settlement in the Swan River 
Colony.  
 
Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1   2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance          National Significance            State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
Despite the original purpose of these tubs being lost, their provenance to Fremantle 
Prison is established through their continual presence on site, and inclusion in the 
original items accessioned as part of the first Fremantle Prison Museum. These tubs 
can be accurately dated from their marks, and the presence broad arrow symbol 
adds to their high historic significance and provenance value. The historic attempts 
to repair these artefacts adds to their high research and scientific significance. These 
tubs are examples of the equipment which was present at this site from its earliest 
conception, and have international significance as they link to the earliest stages of 
the Swan River Colony and the Convict Establishment at Fremantle.  



J:\CURATORIAL\Collection and Site Management\Grant applications\Community Heritage Grants - 2016-2017\Report\FINAL\Convict 

era.docx 

Name: Clay Pipes 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 78.111.1-4, 2013.16.4-6, 98.22 
 

 
2013.16.4 

 
Historical Notes 
Smoking would have been a welcome relief from the brutality and drudgery of the 
everyday lives convicts led at Fremantle. However, under certain circumstances, it 
was an illegal habit, with the Convict Establishment rules forbidding the smoking of 
tobacco inside the yard, cells, the cookhouse, washhouse, or inside any of the 
workshops.  
 
Since tobacco was not a part of a convict’s rations, it was soon regarded as a 
valuable black market commodity within the Establishment’s community. Used for 
tipping, bribery and barter amongst convicts and staff, convicts even had their own 
slang words for tobacco, such as ‘weed’ and pipe ‘steamer’. By the 1860s, the term 
‘smoko’ had entered the colonial language, meaning to take a short break from work 
to have a smoke.  
 
Clay pipes of this period conformed to a basic shape; a hemispherical egg or egg-
shaped bowl on top of a long tapering stem. The mouthpiece could either be 
moulded or left unformed. Pipes were produced from fine clays, which were 
generally fired to create a cream or white colour.  
 
The clay pipes with the accession number 2013.16.4-6 in the Fremantle Prison 
Collection were extracted from a shaft in the eastern wall of the Main Cell Block in 2 
Division, by stone masons during wall conservation works in August 2013. It is 
possible that these clay pipes may have been deliberately hidden for later retrieval. 
With a large inmate population, and little privacy, tucking pipes, tobacco and other 
precious items beneath the floor or in the walls of the Establishment, was one way of 
retaining ownership of private possessions. 
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Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2  3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance         National Significance          State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
These clay pipes are highly significant, both historically and socially, as examples of 
the everyday existence, habits and conditions under which the inmates at the 
Convict Establishment lived. All examples in the collection are provenanced to the 
site, with some examples removed directly from their hiding place inside the walls in 
relatively good condition. As examples of common items used on site during the 
early convict period, from which Fremantle Prison receives its UNESCO World 
Heritage listing, these clay pipes have international significance.  
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Name: Communion Set   
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1978.158.1-7 
 

      
 

Historical Notes 
Religious observance played a central role in convict reform, with compulsory 
attendance at weekly services for both prisoners and officers. Service was initially 
held for all convicts in the Anglican Chapel at the Convict Establishment from 1855.  
 
The Anglican Chapel was constructed as the centrepiece of the site. This large, open 
room looked out across to the Prison gates, down towards the town of Fremantle. 
Fully completed in 1858, the Anglican Chapel is the only room in the Main Cell Block 
without bars on the windows. This was to create the impression of trust, to aid the 
prisoner’s path towards redemption. 
 
After continuous agitation from Catholic prisoners and officers for their own chapel, a 
Catholic Chapel was opened at Fremantle Prison in 1862. Both Chapels had a 
church choir, and prisoners were rewarded for regular attendance at choir training.  
 
This communion set, including a chalice, flagon, platter and spoon, is made from 
plated silver and is accompanied by its original storage box. The set was first used in 
1852, at the temporary establishment for convicts in Essex Street, Fremantle. Later, 
the set was used in the Anglican Chapel of Fremantle Prison. Inside the lid of the 
box is a facsimile of the original receipt, dated 5 April 1852, to the Reverend 
Fletcher, who was the Anglican Chaplain of the Convict Establishment between 1850 
and 1852. 
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Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2  3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance                National Significance             State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
The Communion Set at Fremantle Prison holds high historic, aesthetic, social and 
spiritual significance. Anchored in its strong provenance, with the retention of the 
original receipt of purchase, this object is a physical reminder of the importance of 
religion in the early Convict Establishment. It also holds wider representative 
significance as evidence of the nineteenth century’s approach to punishment and 
reform; that the path to redemption was through God. The object maintains 
international significance as a well-preserved piece of religious paraphernalia from 
the 1850s, which can be linked to the earliest stages of convictism in Western 
Australia.  
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Name: Convict Clothing (4 individual pieces) 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1978.96, 1979.1, 1979.2, 1988.2 
 

              
   1979.1             1979.2 

 

           
   1978.96                                                                    1988.2 

 
Historical Notes 
There are six pieces of convict clothing which survive in Western Australia. Two 
pieces (a jacket and a pair of trousers) belong to the Western Australian Museum, 
whilst the remaining four pieces belong to the Fremantle Prison Collection. These 
are a parti-coloured waistcoat (1978.96), a parti-coloured jacket (1979.2), a linen 
undershirt (1988.2) and an unbleached canvas jacket (1979.1).  
 
Institutional clothing for convicts was an innovation of the prison reform movement of 
the late eighteenth century.  Before this, prisoners either paid for, or provided their 
own, clothing. There were nearly 10,000 male convicts transported from Britain to 
Western Australia between 1850 and 1868, and almost all of their uniforms were 
supplied from England. Convict uniforms were made in the tailor shops of the big 
London prisons in three standard sizes, and sent out in annual despatches. 
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Sometimes they were made on the convict ships as they sailed from Britain to 
Western Australia.  
 
Ordinary prisoners, ticket-of-leave men and men on special punishment, such as 
hard labour, wore different uniforms. The parti-coloured jacket and waistcoat in the 
Fremantle Prison Collection are examples of the uniform issued to convicts 
sentenced to hard labour, or those on work gangs outside the Prison. The vest and 
jacket would have been worn with trousers of the same fabric and colour, leading to 
the wearers being referred to as ‘magpies’ or ‘canaries’. The colour of the uniform 
assisted in surveillance and identification, and was an effective symbol of dishonour. 
The coarse wool that these garments are made from would have further contributed 
to the men’s discomfort and punishment.  
 
The canvas jacket and undershirt in the Fremantle Prison Collection are examples of 
the summer uniforms issued to ordinary prisoners. Ordinary convicts were issued 
with two seasonal uniforms throughout the year; a winter uniform, issued in early 
May, made of coarse dark grey woollen fabric, and a summer uniform, issued in 
early November, made from duck (a fine unbleached canvas, of which the Fremantle 
Prison jacket is an example), dowlas (strong calico) or drabbet (dull brown linen, of 
which the Fremantle Prison undershirt is an example). Along with these seasonally 
appropriate items, convicts were also issued with boots, a belt, socks, handkerchiefs 
and a felt hat.  
 
All four pieces of Fremantle Prison’s convict clothing have the broad arrow mark 
stamped on them. This mark originated with Henry, Earl of Romney who was the 
Master General of Ordnance from 1693 to 1702. The broad arrow was used in his 
coat of arms and adopted as the symbol for ordinance in the British Army, and to 
signify any British Government property as a deterrent against theft. The unbleached 
canvas jacket is also stamped with ‘W D’, meaning War Department, which was the 
name of the government office which supplied common uniforms for the lowest ranks 
of the army and navy, as well as for convicts from 1854 to 1895. Further to this the 
manufacturers' stamps on this jacket also includes the date 1865.  
 
The waistcoat and two jackets have been a part of the Fremantle Prison Collection 
since the Museum first opened in 1978. Whilst no specific provenance related to 
these items has been recorded, their existence in the original collection means they 
have very likely been on site at Fremantle Prison since the time of their use. The 
undershirt however was discovered under the floorboards following the fire in 4 
Division in 1988. A specific find location for this item in 4 Division was not recorded 
at the time of discovery.  
 
Some scientific analysis has been carried out on the parti-coloured waistcoat and 
jacket to help determine the techniques used to create the colours of the cloth. 
Electron microscopic analysis revealed that the yellow dye was derived from tin, and 
that the black dye was chromium. Both colours were probably fixed with alum. 
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Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance                 National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
Through their direct association with the historical era from which the Fremantle 
Prison site gains its World Heritage listing, the convict clothing in the Fremantle 
Prison Collection is of individual international significance. Few examples of the 
clothing worn by convicts sent to the Australian penal colonies survive, owing to the 
harsh conditions in which these men lived and the everyday needs of convicts, such 
as clothing, being underfunded during this period. These artefacts also provide an 
avenue for scientific analysis into nineteenth century cloth manufacturing and dye 
production. As intimate examples of the everyday lives of early convicts in Western 
Australia, these artefacts are of high historic and social significance.  
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Name: Eagle Press 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 2016.4 
 

 
 
Historical Notes 
A Printing Shop was part of the Convict Establishment's original infrastructure, and 
remained a trade taught to inmates at Fremantle Prison throughout the site’s history. 
In 1854 convicts were instructed in the use of two printing presses onsite, and this 
Columbian Press is likely to have been one of these two machines. The press was 
hand set by the prisoners working in the shop, under the supervision of an instructor.  
 
The Fremantle Prison Print Shop functioned as the official Government Printer from 
1858 until June 1870, which included printing the weekly Government Gazette. This 
Columbian Press was then moved to Perth by ship in 1870 to become part of the 
newly established Government Printer. It remained in use at the Government Printer 
until the late 1970s. In 2017 it remains in working order. 
 
This press was made by Harrild and Sons, an engineering company based in 
London. This type of printing press was patented by George Clymer in 1813 in 
Philadelphia, USA, and then in England in 1817. Clymer applied hydraulic 
engineering principles to the press, with the large crossbeam linked to the operating 
handle for greater efficiency of use, a design which is unique to the Columbian. 
Interestingly, it had little success in America, but was very popular in Europe and 
England, where it was adopted by many leading printers. Some of these presses 
then made their way to the Australian colonies, however the exact number of 
Columbian presses which came to Western Australia throughout the nineteenth 
century is difficult to ascertain. Printing operations were established in Perth and 
Fremantle, and as far as Geraldton, Coolgardie and Leonora. The only other known 
surviving Columbian Press in Western Australia today is located at TAFE Central in 
Perth.  
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Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance         National Significance         State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
This Printing Press has international significance, as both a link to the earliest forms 
of industry within Fremantle Prison during the convict era, and through its connection 
to early printing and the public dissemination of information in the Swan River 
Colony. Its historic and social significance is very high as an example of the 
connection and relationship between products produced by the convicts involved in 
Prison industries and the outside colony. The machine is also in excellent condition, 
making it of high research potential, as a working example of an early nineteenth 
century printing press.  
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Name: Flogging Triangle 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1978.153 
 

 
 
Historical Notes 
Flogging was a form of corporal punishment inflicted upon convicts, and later 
prisoners, at Fremantle Prison. Prisoners could be sentenced to flogging as 
punishment for acts committed whilst inside prison, such as for insubordination or 
misbehavior, or alternatively flogging could be part of a prisoner’s original sentence. 
In the 1850s and 1860s it was not uncommon for prisoners at the Convict 
Establishment to be sentenced to flogging, with the maximum of 100 lashes for 
breaches of discipline. The most serious offence, for which this type of punishment 
could be inflicted, was attempting to escape from legal custody. 
 
This flogging triangle was used as a way of securing prisoners during this form of 
punishment. The triangle’s beams were rounded at the top, and squared at an angle 
at the bottom, allowing them to sit flat when the triangle was opened out. The whole 
triangle is pivoted at the top by a metal bolt and nut to form three legs that can be 
opened out to form a standing tripod, with two legs at the side and one at the rear. 
The two side legs had three separate wooden cleats screwed to their outer sides, 
each containing four, three and two rungs respectively, through which ropes or other 
bonds may be threaded and secured. A metal cleat is also attached to the centre 
rear leg, about one third of the way up from the ground, also for securing bonds.  
 
Once strapped to the flogging post, the prisoner received punishment in the form of 
flogging or birching. Flogging was undertaken with the cat-of-nine tails, a whip with 
nine knotted strands or cords, whilst birching used a bundle of long birch twigs 
bound together by a cord. In order to receive the punishment, the prisoner’s back 
was bared, though he was made to wear a wide leather belt secured around his 
upper waist to protect his kidneys from damage. After the lashes were administered, 
salt or brine would be applied to the wounds to cleanse them and help them heal. 
The flagellator was often a Prison Officer, sometimes specially appointed, who, for 
an agreed fee, was required to administer corporal punishment when necessary. 
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Floggings were usually carried out with between six and ten Prison Officers present, 
together with those prisoners for whom it was thought witnessing the punishment 
would provide a warning and set an example.  
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A medical officer who had the authority to stop the punishment if necessary, always 
attended the proceedings. However, if the punishment was stopped for medical 
reasons the sentence was not discharged, but rather resumed once the prisoner had 
healed sufficiently.  
 
The 1940 Fremantle Prison Regulations speaks specifically to flogging as a form of 
punishment, stating that, “The number of strokes must not exceed twenty five and in 
the case of an offender under the age of eighteen must not exceed twelve, and the 
instrument must be either a birch rod cane, or the instrument commonly called a cat, 
which shall be made of leather or cord without any metallic substance woven 
therewith; provided that the cat shall not be used in the case of an offender under 
eighteen years of age.” 
 
The last flogging in Western Australia was administered at Fremantle Prison at 9am 
on 21 June 1943, when a prisoner, sentenced to receive 25 lashes of the cat 
received 17 before the medical officer intervened. To protect his identity the 
flagellator was from outside the Western Australian prison system and wore a mask 
during the proceedings. The last birching at Fremantle Prison was carried out on 20 
August 1962 when a prisoner received 12 strokes. Corporal punishment and hard 
labour were not officially abolished in Western Australia until the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act (No. 2) 1992, which came into effect from 6 January 1993. 
 
In all likelihood this fogging triangle in the Fremantle Prison Collection is the original 
apparatus shipped to Fremantle from England during the 1850s, as part of the 
equipment required to impose discipline within the Convict Establishment.  
 

Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance             National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
Corporal punishment is an integral and prevalent aspect of convict history and by 
providing a direct link to these proceedings, this flogging triangle has high historic 
significance. As a representative example of the rule of life under which these 
convicts lived, it has high social significance and is internationally important, being 
attributed to the earliest period of the site, from which the Fremantle Prison receives 
its World Heritage Listing. It remains in excellent condition and is a rare example of 
the more extreme forms of punishment inflicted during the Prison’s history.   
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Name: Harmonium 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1995.63 
 

 
 
Historical Notes 
Harmoniums were first developed in the early 1800s, and represented the first major 
technical advancement in organ design for 300 years. However, it was not until the 
1840s that harmoniums were first mass produced. The harmonium functions on 
pressure rather than suction; as the bellows push air up through the reeds. The 'E 
Expression' stop is unique to pressure instruments, and requires a specific pedaling 
technique by the player. 
 
The Fremantle Prison harmonium is of a style by Alexandre Debain, who first 
patented his design in 1842. The Collection’s harmonium has the serial number 
5220, from which the instrument’s manufacture can be traced to France in circa 
1854. Harmoniums were a popular instrument in the colonies, offering a more 
practical alternative to the piano. Often weighing less than pianos of a similar size, 
they were also not as easily damaged during transport, and, unlike the piano, 
harmoniums held their tune better in the heat and humidity, making them better 
suited to Australian conditions.  
 
In 1854, the Anglican Chaplin at the Convict Establishment requested an organ for 
the chapel, and this harmonium is likely that instrument. Sent by the War Office on 
31 April 1856, it arrived in Fremantle on the convict ship Prince Charlie later that 
year. The Anglican chapel at the Convict Establishment provided a place of spiritual 
contemplation and worship for convicts, staff and their families. This harmonium was 
used during services, and to accompany the choir, who sang on a Sunday morning 
and evening and during the daily morning service. Music and religious observance 
were an important component of reforming the souls of those imprisoned in the 
Convict Establishment.  
 
The Fremantle Prison harmonium is relatively intact considering its age. It has a 
single keyset and four reed sets. The keyboard contains 36 intact white keys, and 25 
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intact minor black keys. Several of the keys are either raised (e.g. C sharp) or 
sunken (e.g. D) through use. The harmonium is constructed of oak and covered in 
wood veneer, in a plain design. The pedal board has become detached and is 
covered with leather, likely a Prison repair from the twentieth century. Two of the 
stops have been detached, and one is missing. The brand or makers medallion at 
the centre, in-between the stops, is also missing but a stamp located within the 
instrument reads: ‘AL. DEBAIN/ RUE VIVIENNE/ [?] PIANOS’.  
 
The lid of the harmonium is absent meaning the interior of the instrument is visible 
from above and behind. There is also the remainder of a metal handle on the right-
hand-side, with matching screw holes on the left side suggesting there was once a 
corresponding handle.  
 
This type of instrument is very rare in Western Australia, with the only other example 
in the New Norcia Collection. Preliminary research also suggests that this kind of 
instrument may be rare outside of France.   
 
Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance          National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
Fremantle Prison’s harmonium is of international significance as a rare example of 
this French designed instrument, with strong provenance to the Convict 
Establishment. The instrument has high historic and social value, as an example of 
the implementation of the early convictism theory of prisoner reform through worship. 
As a rare example from an important era in French musical history, this harmonium 
also has research potential as evidence of instrument construction and design in the 
early nineteenth century.  
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Name: Padlocks 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 

Accession Number: 1996.70.1-5, 1996.72.1-2, 1996.73.1-4, 1996.74.1-4, 1996.82, 
1999.356, 2001.132, 2002.6, 2012.87, 2015.1.1-4 
 

 
1996.70.1 

 
Historical Notes 

Locks have existed, in some form or another, for millennia. Forms of security have 

developed as societies spread, and with these changes, locks themselves have 

evolved. One of the most revolutionary changes was the invention of the padlock. At 

the root of this device is its portability; the idea that a lock can be added to 

something and then removed again. Padlocks are a detachable lock that fastens and 

secures with the use of a ‘shackle’. The shackle can be a hinge or slide, with the 

assistance of a spring, but it is the fact that once open it can be removed that makes 

a padlock superior.  

 

Security at the Convict Establishment was originally controlled by Western 

Australia's first Comptroller-General of Convicts, Edmund Henderson, who 

administered the Convict Establishment for thirteen years. The primary 

responsibilities of the Comptroller-General were to direct convict labour, and control 

convict discipline. This included security measures, for both those inside the 

Establishment, and those out on work parties. As part of this system of control, the 

padlock was an essential tool, as it could be implemented where needed, and used 

away from the Prison site.  

A selection of padlocks in the Fremantle Prison Collection can be accurately dated to 
the convict era via their markers marks and serial numbers. Most locks had some 
form of identifying mark affixed to them during manufacturing. Most of the padlocks 
in the Fremantle Prison Collection where made by Chubb, the premier locksmiths in 
the United Kingdom, who also carried the Royal Appointment seal. The lock shown 
here, 1996.70.1, is stamped, “BY APPONTMENT TO H.M. THE KING”. Combined 
with the serial number F5437, this dates the manufacture of this padlock to the mid 
to late 1820s.   
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Most of the padlocks in the Fremantle Prison Collection where left on site when the 
Prison closed in 1991. Their early date and place of manufacture suggests that they 
came to Fremantle onboard convict vessels, and have been in use at Fremantle 
Prison since the first half of the nineteenth century.  
Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2  3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1   2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1   2  3  4  5  

International Significance          National Significance         State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  

Padlocks are emblematic of the prison system, with high interpretive potential and 
social significance as easily recognizable forms of imprisonment and control. This 
collection of padlocks also has high historic significance, dating from the earliest time 
of transportation to Western Australia. By providing a direct link between the early 
period of convictism in WA, and the Outstanding Universal Value from which 
Fremantle Prison claims its World Heritage Listing, the collection of padlocks in the 
Fremantle Prison Collection have international significance.  
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Name: Protective Belts  
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1978.157.1- 2, 1978.167.1-4 
 

 
1978.167.3 

 

 
1978.167.4 

 
Historical Notes 
In the early days of the Convict Establishment it was not uncommon for convicts to 
be sentenced to forms of corporal punishment for breaches of discipline. A certain 
number of lashes could be imposed as part of a convict’s initial conviction sentence, 
or for misbehavior conducted whilst inside prison, such as insubordination. The most 
serious offence was attempting to, or successfully, escaping from legal custody.  
 
A prisoner who had been sentenced to flogging was secured to the flogging triangle, 
with their legs tied to the base of the frame and their hands to the top. Their back 
was stripped bare and a protective leather belt was fastened around their waist, 
whilst a second could be strapped around the convict’s neck. The belts were in place 
to prevent serious internal injury, or even death, to the convict during their 
punishment. Continual flogging caused the skin to break and open, and without the 
belt on the back this could cause serious bruising or bleeding to the kidneys and 
other internal organs. Meanwhile the neck strap was in place to protect the main 
arteries in the neck from being cut open.  
 
Depending on the sentence, a convict could be flogged up to 100 times. A medical 
officer was always present at every flogging and could intervene and cease the 
punishment if he felt the prisoner’s life was in danger. If a flogging was stopped 
prematurely for such a reason, the remaining lashes would be administered after the 
prisoner had sufficiently recovered.  
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The last flogging was administered at Fremantle Prison at 9 am on 21 June 1943 
when a prisoner convicted of rape received 25 lashes as part of his sentence. The 
medical officer suspended the punishment after 17 strokes.  
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Corporal punishment and hard labour were then officially abolished in Western 
Australia under the Criminal Law Amendment Act (No. 2) 1992, effective from 6 
January 1993. 
 
Protective belts such as these were also used at the Convict Establishment as a 
remedy against injury for convicts undertaking hard physical labour as part of their 
punishment. One such example would be to strap the thick leather belt around the 
convict’s back, to help support the back muscles from strain while they were 
undertaking heavy work, such as carrying or hauling rocks. 
 
Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2  3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance         National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
Corporal punishment and hard labour were two forms of punishment inflicted at the 
Convict Establishment, both of which are often seen by today’s visitors as indicative 
of the harshness of incarceration during this era. As such, these objects have high 
social significance, not only as examples of this form of punishment, but as popular 
examples of the time and genre. These belts have strong provenance to Fremantle 
Prison, and their historical significance is high. They are internationally significant 
artefacts, as examples of both the cruelty and the attempts at more humane 
practices, during the implementation of punishment in the convict era.  
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Name: Punishment Weights  
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1999.858, 1978.29 
 

  
1999.858        1978.29 

 
Historical Notes 
Punishment irons can refer to 28 pound and 56 pound weights, which were attached 
to the hip of a convict, as part of a leather belt worn when undergoing a sentence of 
punishment. The sentence usually specified which weight was to be worn and for 
how long. The weight consisted of a solid cube or ball of metal, with a circular metal 
ring attached to the top, which acted as a hand grip and to secure the weight to the 
belt. 
 
During the 1870s a water supply system was established at the Convict 
Establishment to deliver fresh underground water to ships in the town’s port. 
Convicts manned the water pumps inside the Establishment’s walls, which was very 
hard work. However, if a convict was undergoing an additional punishment, they 
could also be required to man the pumps whilst wearing irons or punishment 
weights. In 1877 an entry in the Prison’s Medical Journal for the 25 April refers to a 
convict who, under punishment and wearing a 28 pound weight, suffered a rupture of 
an undisclosed nature whilst pumping water. He was excused labouring duties until 
his injuries healed.  
 
The square punishment weight in the Fremantle Prison Collection (1999.858), is 
marked with a broad arrow symbol and the letters 'B O', which stands for 'Board of 
Ordnance'. This was inscribed, along with the broad arrow, on British Government 
property, including convict clothing and equipment, from circa 1800 until 1855.   
 
The round punishment weight in the Fremantle Prison Collection (1978.29), was 
found in the ground of a house in Pier Street, Fremantle, in 1941. The occupant was 
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digging an air raid shelter and found the weight buried in his garden. It was donated 
to the newly opened Fremantle Prison Museum in 1978. 
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The last recorded instance of punishment irons or weights of any kind being used at 
Fremantle Prison comes from an 1889 edition of The West Australian newspaper. 
Here it was reported that two prisoners wearing 6.3 and 12.7 kilogram irons were 
manning the water pumps. The 1898 Royal Commission recommended the abolition 
of irons and flogging for all prison offences, as well as the abolition of dark cells and 
the use of the crank. 
 

Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2  3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance           National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance 
As indicative examples of convict era punishment and suffering, with strong 
provenance to the convict era at Fremantle Prison, from which the site receives its 
World Heritage Listing, these punishment weights have international significance. 
They are historically and socially valuable as representations of the nature of 
punishment in the convict era. As highly recognizable artefacts of this time, they 
have high interpretative potential, as symbols of convictism in Western Australia.  
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Name: Scales and Weights  
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 2004.6.1-3, 2004.5 
 

  
 
Historical Notes 
Whilst the specific purpose of these weights has been lost, each weight is stamped 
with the broad arrow symbol and ‘B O’, which stands for ‘British Ordinance’, which 
allows for their accurate dating. The British Ordinance was a government department 
in use during the early nineteenth century, through until 1855, which means these 
weights dated to the earliest period of convictism in Western Australia. These 
symbols were affixed to British government property of the time, including convict 
equipment and clothing, as a sign of ownership and a remedy against theft.  
 
Enquiries made to an Associate Professor of the University of Tasmania in 2010, into 
the possible purpose of these weights, confirmed their date of manufacture as mid-
nineteenth century. It was also hypothesized that their purpose could have been for 
food rations or postal services. It was commented that whilst most other weights 
from this period which bear the same markings are made of cast iron, few examples 
survive which are this decorative or in as good condition.  
 
Weights and scales were used in the Convict Establishment to help the cooks ration 
out a man’s portion for each dish. The object they wished to measure, such as meat, 
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would be placed on one side of a scale and weights on the other, until they were 
equal. As each convict’s diet was strictly allotted, scales were used at every meal to 
clearly ration out each man’s portion. 
 
The health and wellbeing of the convicts inside the Establishment was the 
responsibility of the Surgeon. To assist with keeping the inmates fit and well, and to 
avoid any outbreaks of disease, the Surgeon was also responsible for designing a 
specially formulated diet. Dr. Rennie, the Convict Establishment’s Surgeon, was an 
advocate for a vegetarian and temperance diet.  
 
Whilst he strongly advocated for an overall reduction in the amount of food in the 
convict’s diet, he argued for an increase in the variety of vegetables and fish served 
to the men. Despite his recommendations, the final say on the convict diet lay with 
the Establishment’s Superintendent, who in this case ignored Dr. Rennie’s 
recommendations, and added more bread and potatoes to the convict’s rations.  
 
During the time of the Convict Establishment the average inmate’s daily rations were 
set in the Convict Establishment Rules and Regulations and included the following; 
for breakfast a cup of tea and bread; for lunch some meat, potatoes, or sometimes 
vegetables and rice, plus a bowl of gruel or oatmeal soup; and for supper a cup of 
tea and bread. Whilst this might sound insufficient, convicts often ate better than 
colonists of the time. 
 

Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance           National Significance          State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
These convict weights are of international significance. With strong provenance to 
the Fremantle Prison site, they are accurately dateable to the convict period from 
which the site gains its World Heritage listing. These artefacts are also intact and in 
remarkably good condition, compared to other weights of this type and period. They 
have research potential and high social significance as interpretive examples of the 
effects of rationing and the understanding of the correlation between certain foods 
and health during this time.  
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Name: Shackles  
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1978.61.1-20, 1995.11 
 

 
1978.61.11 

 
Historical Notes 
Shackles, also referred to as irons, were used as a tool of punishment during the 
convict period in Western Australia. They were made entirely of metal and varied in 
weight and size. Consisting of a length of chain, they had ‘bracelets’ for the ankles or 
wrists attached at either end, which were made from two semicircular hoops of metal 
pivoted together at one side by a metal pin. Provision was made at the opposite side 
for a similar pin to be inserted and hammered closed, to lock the bracelet around the 
prisoner’s ankle or wrist. To prevent chafing, convicts often wore a strip of leather or 
padding sewn together from corduroy, leather and canvas, between the skin and the 
iron.  
 
The shackles used at the Convict Establishment were imported from England. 
Records show shackles listed as ‘bazzles’ or ‘basils’, on manifests, and were 
imported amongst other, “articles for the security of convicts”, onboard ships such as 
the Clara in 1857, the Nile in 1858 and the Lord Raglan in 1858.  
 
Either as part of an original sentence, or owing to misbehavior whilst imprisoned, 
convicts could be sentenced to hard labour in irons. One such punishment was 
known as a ‘chain gang’, a group of men shackled together and sent out in a work 
party. The chain gang, or convict parties, that worked in irons, was a common form 
of organising convict labour on public works. Chain gangs worked up to ten hours a 
day and often slept in basic huts at night. The men carried out the most labour-
intensive elements of road building operations, including cutting down trees, 
removing stumps, moving large pieces of stone and splitting rock.  
 
During the 1870s a water supply system was established at the Convict 
Establishment to deliver fresh underground water to ships in the town’s port. 
Prisoners manned the water pumps inside the Establishment grounds, and if they 
were also undergoing an additional punishment, they could be required to undertake 
this work whilst wearing shackles.  
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A medical journal of the time refers to a convict working at the pump whilst in irons 
complaining of, “Pain in the loins and through the groins.” Examination revealed that, 
“the skin over both hipbones and in the groins black and blue…in consequence of 
the weight of the irons bearing on the strap around his loins…” After this 
examination, the unnamed convict was excused further pumping duties. 
 
The last report of punishment irons being used at Fremantle Prison comes from The 
West Australian in 1889, which reported that two prisoners wearing 6.3 and 12.7 
kilogram irons were manning the water pumps in the grounds. However, it wasn’t 
until after the release of the 1898 Royal Commission that their use were ceased 
entirely, after the report recommended the abolition of irons, flogging, the use of dark 
cells and the crank, as forms of punishment. 
 
Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance           National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
As perhaps one of the most highly recognisable artifacts of the convict period, these 
shackles have international significance due to their strong provenance to the convict 
era at Fremantle Prison. They have very high social significance, not only as 
examples of the social system of punishment implemented during this period, but 
also in today’s society as an object seen as indicative of the convict era. Whilst their 
heavy construction means examples often survive into the modern era, these 
shackles are in excellent condition and their strong provenance to the site further 
increases their high historic significance.  
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Name: Bible (large, 1855) 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 2005.92 
 

 
 
Historical Notes 
The Convict Establishment in Fremantle placed great emphasis on religious teaching 
and observance of ritual. It was believed that rehabilitation or reform of a criminal 
was best handled by the church. As such, convicts were required to attend a prayer 
service every morning, and church twice on Sundays. A convict choir was also 
formed to sing in the church. Sunday church attendance was compulsory for all 
inmates at Fremantle Prison until 1931. 
 
Religion was also used as a vehicle for reinforcing the powers of the law, and 
reminding convicts of the retribution that awaited them if they violated it. In 1865, 
convict Thomas Bushell was sentenced to death after attempting to murder a 
warder. The Comptroller-General issued an order that on the morning of the 
execution all the other convicts would assemble in the Establishment’s chapel and 
pause for five minutes when the execution took place. When the bell tolled it would 
inform the men that the sentence of the law was being carried out. After this, the 
Chaplain would offer a prayer and the magistrate would address the congregation of 
the consequences of defying the law. The records show that this service was 
conducted for many years on every occasion a convict was executed.  
 
The architecture and location of the Anglican Chapel at Fremantle Prison is evidence 
of the importance placed on religion in the convict era. The chapel is one of the 
finest, and certainly the most intact, of early prison chapels in Australia. As the 
centrepiece of the Main Cell Block, it occupies the key axial location in the precinct. 
Its interior features include the first laminated timber arch structure in the state, 
handsome Decalogue boards and some original and elegant joinery. The chapel was 
completed between 1856 and 1857. The ten commandments, Lord’s prayer and the 
creed were painted on four ‘boards’ by Charles Hamilton, a convict sentenced to life 
sometime before 1874, when he was recommended for remission. They were 
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painted, as the clerk of works Broomhall said, “In a very superior manner”, and 
although repainted are still in reasonably good condition today. 
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This bible was used in the Anglican Chapel at the Convict Establishment. The bible 
is bound between hardback covers finished in dark red buckram, and the title is 
written on the spine in gold lettering. The title page reads The Holy Bible Containing 
the Old & New Testaments, with the date of printing, 1855, inscribed in roman 
numerals.  
 
Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2  3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance          National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
Religion was a central part of convict life, and a fundamental pillar of reform in the 
convict era. The Anglican Chapel at Fremantle Prison was the centerpiece of 
religious observance at the site, and this bible acted as the pathway to God through 
which the convicts could be redeemed. As such, this bible holds very high social and 
spiritual significance. Its high historic significance lends to its international 
importance, as an artifact directly related to one of the central themes of convict life.  
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Name: Bibles (New Testament, marked ‘Convict Establishment’) 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1993.23.1-3 
 

      
1993.23.1                 1993.23.3 

 
Historical Notes 
To nineteenth century prison reformers, religion was an integral part of the convict 
system. In 1842, Lord Stanley is quoted as saying, “We anticipate a systematic 
course of moral and religious instruction will afford the means of applying such 
salutary influences as may best induce the convicts to betake themselves to 
industrious and useful pursuits”. For this an Anglican Chaplain was sent with the first 
ship of convicts to Western Australia in 1850. Attendance at Divine Service, and 
morning and evening prayers, was enforced, and Sunday worship remained 
compulsory for all inmates at Fremantle Prison until 1931.   
 
The architecture and location of the Anglican Chapel is an indication of the 
significance placed upon religion in the convict era. The Anglican Chapel is one of 
the finest, and most intact, of early prison chapels in Australia. It occupies the most 
central location in the precinct. Its interior features include the first laminated timber 
arch structure in the state, handsome Decalogue boards and some original and 
elegant joinery. The chapel was completed between 1856 and 1857. The ten 
commandments, Lord’s prayer and the creed were painted on four ‘boards’ by 
Charles Hamilton, a lifer, sometime before 1874, when he was recommended for 
remission. They were painted as the clerk of works Mr. Broomhall, said, “in a very 
superior manner”, and although repainted are still in reasonably good condition 
today. 
 
Each convict who entered the Establishment received his own personal Bible, and 
three of these personal bibles are retained in the Fremantle Prison Collection. They 
are bound and printed editions of the New Testament Bible, published in 1854. The 
bibles have hardback covers, finished in a burgundy coloured buckram, which has 
worn through at the corners. Hand written in black ink, along the open edge of the 
book, is the text 'C [broad arrow] E'. Whilst the ‘C’ and ‘E’ stand for Convict 
Establishment, the broad arrow mark, which originated with Henry, Earl of Romney, 
the Master General of Ordnance from 1693 to1702, signified British Government 
property. Handwritten in black ink on the inside front cover of these three bibles is 
the text 'Convict Establishment WA'. 
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Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1   2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance           National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
As an essential tool to assist the reform of convicts, these bibles hold high historic 
and social significance, as well as spiritual value, as a tangible link with the 
importance of religion during the convict era at Fremantle Prison. They have high 
rarity value and strong provenance, as the only three surviving examples of personal 
bibles from the Convict Establishment. They are internationally significant examples 
of the personal religious observance encouraged in prisoners during the convict era 
in Western Australia.  
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Name: Book (1854) 
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 1978.4a-e 
 

 
 
Historical Notes 
The hospital at Fremantle Prison was built between 1857 and 1859. When 
completed the hospital had the following capacity; a general ward for 33 patients; a 
ward each to treat fever and ophthalmic diseases, equipped for 10 patients each; 
four observation wards, each with a single bed; and two cutaneous wards with three 
beds for patients with skin complaints. There was also a kitchen, bathroom, surgery 
and morgue on site.  
 
The hospital was an essential part of the infrastructure at the Convict Establishment. 
There was a surgeon attached to the Prison, and a more senior staff surgeon who 
was the Principal Medical Officer in Perth. The Medical Officers were very aware of 
the ease with which any epidemic could decimate a prison population, so care was 
taken to prevent such an eventuality. Moreover, there were some diseases which 
were more prevalent among convicts in Western Australia, which required hospital 
treatment, such as ophthalmia, dysentery, tuberculosis and lunacy, for which a 
separate asylum was eventually built outside the Establishment.  
 
Medical Officers and administrators at the Convict Establishment used this bound 
and printed book in the treatment of convicts. Titled A Translation of the New London 
Pharmacopoeia including also The New Dublin and Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias, 
with a full account of the chemical & medicinal properties of their contents; forming a 
Complete Materia Medica, it was written by J. Birbank Nevins M.D. of London. This 
pharmacopeia includes instructions on the use of herbs and palliatives, as well as 
compounds of mercury and other minerals, splints and bandages. Surviving records 
written by the Medical Officers at the Establishment show the limitations of what was 
available at the time to ease pain or to cure serious complaints from which the 
convicts suffered. 
 
This copy in the Fremantle Prison Collection is a second edition of this title, 
published in London by Longman, Brown, Green & Longmans, in 1854. It is a 
hardback leather-bound publication with 880 pages. Handwritten in black ink on the 
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title page is a note, reading, “Infirmary Convict Establishment received per Ship 
Braide 31st July 1862”.   
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Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance           National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
This book has high historic significance, stemming from its well-established 
provenance as a book used in the Convict Establishment hospital in the 1860s. As a 
rare example of medical treatments and understanding from the convict era, this 
artefact also has high social and scientific importance. As a rare example of 
knowledge used in the treatment of disease and injury at the Convict Establishment, 
this book is internationally significant as a direct link with the era from which 
Fremantle Prison’s gains its World Heritage listing.   
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Name: Convict Establishment Rules and Regulations  
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 93.18 
 

  
 

Historical Notes 
The inmates at the Convict Establishment lived their lives according to a strict set of 
rules. This 129 page book, titled Rules and Regulations Convict Department, 
Western Australia 1862, laid out the regulations that a convict was to abide by. This 
copy was printed in the Establishment’s print shop in 1862.  
 

Breaches of the Convict Establishment’s rules were separated into two levels of 
severity; minor and aggravated. Examples of minor breaches of the rules and 
regulations included disobeying the orders of a Prison Warder, swearing, being 
caught with Convict Establishment property, and talking or misbehaving at divine 
service or prayer. Being guilty of minor breaches could result in seven days solitary 
confinement, be placed on a diet of bread and water, or forfeiting remission of your 
sentence. Aggravated offences against the rules and regulations were seen as much 
more severe, and therefore resulted in harsher punishments. If a convict was caught 
planning, or involved in, a mutiny, assaulting another convict or officer, escaping or 
attempting to escape, or wilfully or maliciously breaking and damaging prison 
property, they were charged with an aggravated offence. The punishment for 
breaking one of these rules was a stay of up to one month in solitary confinement, 
with 14 days on bread and water, with the added punishment of irons, depending on 
the offence. The offending convict could also be sentenced to corporal punishments 
such as flogging, or hard labour, or he could be removed to a lower class of 
imprisonment, which would hinder his privileges.  
 

The solitary confinement building at the Convict Establishment had 18 cells in total, 
out of which 12 were classed as ‘light’ and six were ‘dark’. All were fitted with two 
doors for extra security, and which made the cells practically soundproof, adding to 
the feeling of isolation. The cells were furnished with a bare bed and no mattress, a 
bible and sometimes a blanket. Dark cells were a particularly harsh form of 
punishment, as those convicts quickly became disorientated, unable to tell day from 
night. A diet of bread and water also added to the harshness of these punishments. 
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The men who were sentenced to solitary confinement were usually back in the Main 
Cell Block within a month, but after 1863 men could be sentenced to solitary for up to 
three months at a time. 
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In 1866 it was reported that, “…prisoner 8400 Joseph Price be kept in a dark cell 
upon bread and water until the surgeon reports that he can bear it no longer and that 
then he be worked till further orders in the chain gang inside the Prison.”  
 
The Rules and Regulations Act governing the Convict Establishment were 
continuously modified and kept up to date. After the update in 1862, the Act was 
reviewed and extensively modified to the Prisons Act 1903-18. 
 

Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance           National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
This book containing the Rules and Regulations at the Convict Establishment has 
very high historic, social and research significance. It outlines the system by which 
convicts had to live everyday whilst imprisoned at Fremantle. It has strong 
provenance to the site, and is a rare example which has survived in good condition. 
As an important example of the way in which the lives of convicts at Fremantle were 
governed, directly related to the period from which the site gains its World Heritage 
Listing, this artefact has international significance.  
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Name: Ticket-of-Leave  
Category: Convict Era (1850-1885) 
Accession Number: 2017.4 
 

     
 
Historical Notes 
Born in 1834, William Bartlett was a horse dealer from Buckinghamshire, England. 
He was convicted of rape and sentenced at the Aylesbury Assizes to 15 years 
transportation. He arrived in Fremantle on board the Hougoumont, the last convict 
ship to arrive in Australia, in 1868.  
 
This document was found, hidden between the pages of an old book, at the home of 
the donor's aunt, who passed away in March 2017. The relationship between the 
convict William Bartlett and the donor’s family is currently unknown.  
 
The Ticket-of-Leave system was first introduced by Governor Philip King in 1801. Its 
principal aim was to reduce the burden on the colonial administration of providing 
food from the government’s limited stores to convicts who were transported from 
Britain to Australia. Convicts who were deemed able to support themselves were 
awarded a Ticket-of-Leave. They could also be awarded for good behaviour, and 
permitted the holder to seek employment within a specified district. Holders where 
not, however, permitted to leave the district without the permission of the colonial 
government. Each change of employer or district was recorded on the convict’s 
Ticket.  
 
Originally the Ticket-of-Leave was given without any relation to the period of the 
sentence a convict had already served. Some ‘gentlemen convicts’ or aristocratic 
men were issued their Tickets on arrival in the colony. By 1811, the need to first 
serve at least part of your original sentence was established and by 1821 regulations 
were introduced specifying the lengths of a sentence that had to be served before a 
convict could be considered for a Ticket. These were four years for an original 
seven-year sentence, six to eight years for a 14 year sentence and 10 to 12 years for 
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those given a life sentence. Once the full original sentence had been served, a 
‘certificate of freedom’ was awarded. 
 
Ticket-of-Leave holders were allowed to marry or to bring their families across from 
Britain. They were also able to acquire property, but they were not permitted to carry 
weapons or board a ship.  
 
Convicts who observed these conditions until the completion of one half of their 
original sentence were entitled to a conditional pardon, which removed all restrictions 
except the ban on leaving the colony. Convicts who did not observe these conditions 
could be arrested without a warrant, tried without recourse to the Supreme Court, 
and would forfeit their property.  
 
A Ticket-of-Leave had two physical components; the first known as the ‘Ticket 
proper’ was issued to the convict, and it was mandatory for them to carry it on their 
person at all times, which has resulted in very few original Tickets-of-Leave surviving 
into modern times. The second component was the ‘butt’, which was kept on file by 
the Colonial Government as a reference.  
 
Significance 
Assessment and Comparative Criteria        High                 Low 

Aesthetic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Historic Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Social/ Spiritual Significance 1  2  3  4  5  

Science/Research  1  2  3  4  5  

Rarity value 1  2 3  4  5  

Condition 1  2  3  4  5  

Provenance  1  2  3  4  5  

Interpretative Potential 1  2  3  4  5  

International Significance           National Significance           State Significance  

 
Statement of Significance  
This Ticket-of-Leave has international significance, as a tangible link to a convict on 
board the Hougoumont, signifying the end of the convict era in Australian. This 
archive is in excellent condition, and is a rare surviving example of the pardon and 
release system employed in early colonial Western Australia. It has very high historic 
and social value for providing personal information of this particular convict, as an 
example of life after sentence and the method of social integration for released 
convicts into Australian society.  
 
 
 
  
 


